Reading suggestions following the exhibition 
These books offer broader cultural, political, and poetic contexts that deepen the encounter with their work.





The Book of Disappearance by Ibtisam Azem (2024)
A haunting novel in which an entire population vanishes overnight. Azem explores erasure, memory, and the political consequences of losing a people — and their language — from public life. 


Orientalism by Edward Said (1978)
A seminal critique of how the West constructs the East through language, imagery, and power. Said’s analysis is essential for understanding how representation becomes a political act — and how artists challenge imposed narratives. 


On Freedom by Timothy Snyder (2025)
A contemporary reflection on the fragility of freedom in an age of authoritarianism, propaganda, and eroding truth. Snyder’s analysis resonates with the exhibition’s concerns about censorship, displacement, and the struggle to maintain one’s voice. 


The Kurdish Language: From Oral Tradition to Written Language — Prof. Jamal Nabaz (1999)
A foundational study of how Kurdish moved from oral storytelling to written form — directly relevant to themes of language loss, censorship, and cultural survival.


Kurdistan in the Shadow of History by Susan Meiselas (ed.) (1997)
A landmark visual and historical archive of Kurdish identity, erasure, and resistance. Essential background for understanding memory, trauma, and political suppression.


Conquering Darkness by Bachtyar Ali (2002)
A poetic Kurdish novel exploring exile, imagination, and the struggle to reclaim identity. Ali is one of the most important contemporary Kurdish writers.


No Friend But the Mountains by Behrouz Boochani (2018)
Written via WhatsApp from an Australian detention camp. A powerful testimony of statelessness, imprisonment, and the violence of borders.


My Name is Red by Orhan Pamuk (1998)
A novel about Islamic miniature painting, artistic identity, and East–West aesthetics — deeply resonant with Qaradaki’s hybrid visual language.

When Ethnic Identity is a Private Matter by Kjetil Olsen (2007)
This article analyses changes in the articulation of ethnic boundaries along the coastline and in the fjord areas of Finnmark, Northern Norway, in the post-World War II period. From being a ‘social stigma’ in the 1950s a Sámi identity is today something that can be expressed in certain cultural constructed spaces.
